
Competit ive Dance Program  
Information Packet 
 

Mission Statement 
Our goals are set high and achieved through the art of dance. The dance experience promotes dedication, achievement, and the 
development of self-esteem, grace, poise, and lasting friendships. We uphold the vision of producing performers and educators. 
 
Competitive dancers and Apprentice dancers are known as and compete as “Water Street Dance Co.” We have gained recognition at many 
competitions the past several years; therefore, we continue to use the name. However, the local Washington studio is “Just Dance.” 
 
Categories 
Tap, Jazz, Lyrical, Hip-Hop, Contemporary, Musical Theater and Open. 
Small Groups (4-9 dancers), Large Groups (10 or more). Depending on how many dancers in a group, they can also be considered Lines 
or Productions. Duets and Trios are also available for the more advanced/experienced dancers and must be arranged between the dancers 
and the teachers/choreographers. Solos are more for dancers on Senior Competitive! We do not allow student choreography (other than 
seniors in High School). Solos/Duets/Trios are not for dancers unwilling to rehearse! 
 
Placement 
Dancers will be placed in the group that is most suitable for that individual. Not everyone is in every dance. You may only end up in one or 
two dances. If you have been placed in too many dances, please let Gina know and she will tell you what numbers can be eliminated. This 
must be done as soon as you receive your group. No later, as you are taking a spot someone else could have taken. Don’t come to that 
choreo day if you decide you have too many dances; we will pull the next person from the list to take your spot in that particular dance. 
 
Please see the schedule for expected dance placements. 

 
Solos/Duets/Trios 
Solos, duets, and trios come secondary to all group dances. If you do not participate in all of the group dances for your designated group, 
you are not allowed to participate in a solo, duet, or trio. Group routines come first. We are a team first and foremost. Scheduling of solos, 
duets, and trios also comes secondary to our scheduled classes. It’s up to you to find a time to rehearse each week with your teacher. If 
you want to practice on your own you can rent studio space for $10 per half hour time slot as long as no classes or other private lessons 
are scheduled. However, you must come during a time when the studio is already open, as we will not give out studio keys.  
 

Solo/Duet/Trio Fees (Please pick up a copy of our private lessons fees at the front desk): 
• Choreography Fees: Due once the dance is complete and are payable directly to your choreographer or teacher.  
• Cleaning Fees: Due at the time of service and are payable directly to your choreographer or teacher.  If using an outside 

choreographer to choroegraph, you will need to find an in house teacher to clean your dance. 
 

Technique 
Apprentice/Competitive dancers are required to take all of their specific classes throughout the week. Classes are: Jazz Technique, Ballet, 
Strength/Flex/Conditioning (S/F/C) and Turns/Leaps.  These classes will only be offered to Competitive and Apprentice dancers.  Please 
refer to Competitive Dance Schedule for days/times. 
Also, we are offering you the Recreational classes at half price for your age or whatever level teachers recommend for you. We highly 
encourage you to take advantage of this as the more classes you take throughout the week the stronger your technique will become.  If you 
sign up on-line it will charge you the normal tuition rate, therefore you must contact Gina so she can manually pro-rate your tuition for the 
dance season.   Or you can contact Gina first and she can manually enroll you in the class and adjust tuition accordingly. Recreational 
class space is limited to competition students due to class enrollment.  These classes will benefit you and the group as well as enhance 
your dance ability. If you miss your weekly classes, you must attend another class to make it up. Not making up these classes has a direct 
effect on our decision on who makes it on the team next year. It says to us that you do not find our team and policies important or that they 
don’t apply to you.   
 
Comp. dancers must be enrolled in the Summer Intensive, which will be during the day throughout the month of July. Summer 
classes/intensives are all separate fees not included in your monthly payments.  Classes on the Competitive Dance Schedule are included 
in your monthly payments and begin in September (after Labor Day). During the year, if you take any Recreational classes once costumes 
payments are due Dec. 1st, you will need to let us know if you will be participating in any of those classes for the dance show. Keep in mind 
being in multiple classes makes for lots of quick changes in the Annual Dance Show. 
 
Stretching 
We can not stress how important it is for your dancer to stretch on a regular basis.  Every teacher will incorporate some stretching into their 
class but not before rehearsals.  Therefore, we suggest stretching while waiting in line, use the small room if not in use to stretch before or 
after class/rehearsals and stretch at home daily on your own.  We can not make you more flexible but you can utilize the stretches we do 
by taking resposibilty for your own growth in this area.  We can not expect instant results in this instant gradification world we live in today.  
It is a crucial that all dancers understand this and take action. 
 
 
 



Rehearsal 
Mandatory Summer Rehearsals/Auditions begin at the beginning of August. During Summer rehearsals you will be taught choreography. 
Auditions and Choreo days (when choreographers teach the dance) are absolutely mandatory if you want to be considered for that 
particular dance. Missing that day will result in you being overlooked for whatever routine/dance choreography is taught for that particular 
day/night you miss. But again, do not participate in too many dances if you’re worried about expenses. Please add the google calendar. 
*Our goal is to give each dance approximately 6hrs to learn their choreography whether it be all at once or throughout August. 
 

Apprentice Monday Rehearsals- Starting in September after Labor Day, rehearsal will be once a week after school/evening. 
Each dance is given 1/2hr time slot. At the beginning of the year, there may be a slight schedule adjustment until all 
choreography is done. The combined dance with Apprentice & Sr. Comp will also be on Mondays. In addition, on Mondays there 
are a few Senior Comp small groups that will rehearse.  
 
Sr. Comp. Sunday Rehearsals- Starting in September or October, rehearsals will be on Sundays beginning in the afternoon 
approx. 12:30 and ending no later than 4:30. Each dance will be given half hour rehearsal times. As the year progresses the 
schedule may be adjusted. Rehearsal is strictly to rehearse and not to work on technique; that is why it is necessary to attend 
weekly classes. We will not have rehearsals on weekends of competitions/conventions, and we take off one Sunday during the 
Holiday Breaks, along with other specific Sundays that we will let you know about in advance. 
 
Rules (during rehearsal & classes) 

• Parents and dancers posting anything negative about about the studio, team or other dancers on social media may 
result in termination from the team. (As well as posting what we feel to be inappropriate photos/posts of yourselves 
that may reflect negatively on yourself and our studio.) 

• Attendance is mandatory! We do take attendance every week & periodically give you a report, along with warnings 
not to miss any more.  

• Must wear black/white uniform tank for rehearsal only (Mondays and Sundays) with blk bottoms; Black leotards are 
required for Thursday Ballet. 

• No cell phones allowed in classroom! 
• No baggy t-shirts/sweatshirts on or tied around waist 
• Appropriate shoes must be worn (keep all of them in your dance bag) 
• Hair must be pulled completely off face 
• Water must be brought into the dance room at the beginning of rehearsal/class 
• No soda or snacks allowed in dance room 
• Excessive talking and acting up will not be tolerated 
• No running around building or playing in bathrooms 
• All garbage from snacks/food in the lobby area must be picked up 
• You are not allowed to participate on another studio/park dist. competitive dance team.  If you take any classes 

elsewhere, our rehearsals/classes/competitions/performance dates need to take priority. 
• No parent is allowed to protest or complain about dancers’ placement in dances or formations, the number of 

dances someone is placed or not placed, or costuming.  (If you are not happy with something, please have your 
child resign from the group.  At which time there will be no refunds on monthly fees already paid, entry fees already 
due, or on costumes deposits/balances.  Also, all outstanding balances must be paid in full.  This includes costume 
balances on costumes that have already been ordered and any monthly fees that have not been paid up to this 
point.) 

• During competition season, please avoid any activities that may cause injuries, such as dancing in small areas where    
you could hit something, roller blading, trampoline parks, ice-skating, additional unnecessary sports, etc.  Also, please 
refrain from exhausting your dancer during a competition/convention weekend with too much extra activity in between 
dances (swimming, shopping, zoo, amusement parks, eating junk food, etc.).  This could affect their attitude and 
performance or take away the energy level needed for these long weekends.  Physical and mental fatigue is a REAL 
thing! 

• Also PLEASE read through our additional rules that apply specifically to competitions (separate sheet) 

 
  
Emails/Facebook 
Throughout the year you will also be receiving important information via e-mail. Please provide us with an email address and you 
can contact Gina with any questions at justdancewsdc@gmail.com. We need all dancers’ emails and cell phone numbers as 
well.  Also, Gina set up a private Facebook group page called “Water Street Dance Co. ~ Competitive & Apprentice Groups” 
where information will be posted throughout the year. So, if you’re not a member of that group, please request to become a 
member. Please don’t post photos on here, since it is a private page. You are welcome to post photos to our fan page @Just 
Dance home of Water Street Dance Co. We can no longer post videos of choreography on Facebook due to copyright laws. It is 
your responsibility to record a video if you need it to practice.  Also, you can upload your songs through your account set up 
when registering on line by going to your “class documents”.   We highly encourage all dancers to have their music and to 
practice on their own as much as possible. 
 
 
 
 



Competition 
We will attend 3-4 competitions. They will begin in February/March and end in April/May. All competitions are mandatory. The 
schedule will be released sometime in October, so please mark your calendars. Please do not schedule any family vacations 
until these dates are released and confirmed. Also, please give us any dates you absolutely cannot compete and we will try to 
re-block dances. However, as our group gets bigger this does become more difficult to do. We mainly focus on working around 
our seniors’ schedules. Each individual competition’s time break down is not available until the week of competition. Apprentice 
may not attend as many competitions as senior comp.  
 
 
Nationals 
We so far have attended two Star Systems National competitions; one in Myrtle Beach, SC and one in Nashville, TN.  We also 
have attended Rainbow’s Nationals one in Branson, MO & one in Wisconsin Dells, Midwest Stars National in Wisconsin Dells, 
VIP Dance in Orlando and Kids Artisit Revue in Panama City, FL. There is a possibility that we may continue to attend a national 
level competition, but it’s not necessarily something we will do every year. We will inform you of our decision as soon as possible 
because this does require everyone to attend. 
 
Conventions/Workshops 
As an additional educational benefit we will try to attend a convention/workshop, which everyone should attend. Payment is due 
no later than Sept. 1st.  We may also provide in-house workshops of which all competitive dancers’ participation is mandatory 
and Apprentice is optional but highly recommended.  
 
Hotels 
You will need to book and pay for your own hotel for any event that is more than one day. Reserve rooms way in advance for the 
entire weekend, and you could always cancel one night if necessary. We will inform you of any “host hotel” or if majority of the 
group is staying at a particular hotel, but it is completely up to you where you stay. When booking, state the event to see about 
special rates.  
 
Performances 
We will perform at local events. These may come up at the last minute. Gina will decide which dances will perform at each 
event. These performance dates seem to pick up more toward Spring/Summer. 
 
Winter Preview Show & Spring Dance Show 
You will be required to perform in these shows and be present for all dress rehearsals pertaining to these shows. 
 
Payments 
All payments are made payable to: Water Street Dance Company (except solos, duets, trios, and guest choreographers - these 
are payable to the teacher). Please refer to the “competitive choreography fee sheet”.  
 
It’s highly recommended to sign up for the recurring payment plan by clicking “yes” when setting up your on-line 
payment options.  That way your card will be run every tuition due date and if you want costumes and entry fees run 
on your card too, please advise Gina that you’re fine with that as well. 
 
Tuition 
August Fee: $75 due per dancer DUE at the Mandatory Parent Meeting at the studio held prior to our new season. 
Apprentice: $180 due ea. tuition installment 
Competitive: $225 due ea. tuition installment 
 
Your annual tuition fees are divided into 5 installments and includes rehearsal, Gina’s dances and all your Competitive 
dance/tech classes (Recreational class tution not included in this). Tuition installments are due: 1st installment due by our first 
Mon. rehearsal, 2nd tuition installment due by Nov. 1st, 3rd tuition installment due by Jan. 1st, 4th tuition installment due by Mar. 
1st, and 5th tuition installment due by May 1st.   We recommend a payment plan to keep you on track by making monthly 
payments to your account if possible. 
  
Delinquent Payments 
Please carefully consider the potential cost to you before agreeing to have your child participate in our Apprentice & Sr 
Competitive Team. If you feel you may not be able to pay in full and on-time, consider limiting the number of dances your child 
participates in.  Payments must be made on-time and in full. Failure to pay on-time will result in a $5 late fee per week added to 
your account on the 15th of the month for tuition installments.   If your account should be deliquent over 30 days: 
If you cannot pay in full and on-time for any reason, you must immediately contact us to explain your situation, and state when 
you expect to be able to make payment. You also agree to pay all charges incurred up to that point, should your child quit or be 
dismissed for any reason - this includes paying for costumes that may not have arrived at that point in time.

 
 



Competition Entry Fees  
Once competitions are selected, we will give you each competition’s entry fees along with a due date to pay WSDC. We have 
to send a studio check for our group entry usually several months in advance. Approx. Fees per dance per competition are 
(according to last year’s fees): Groups $40-$60 per person per dance; Duet/Trios $50-$65 per person; Solos $90-$120. If for 
some reason you are unable to attend, there will be no refunds given by WSDC or the competitions. We will assume all solos, 
duets, and trios are competiting at all competitions unless notified othrewise asap.  All of these above fees are generally due 
to the studio on the 15th of the following months; Nov, Dec, Jan, Feb & March.  We may have to begin collecting these in Oct.  
We can tell you that on average a person who was in the maximum amount of dances (10 groups plus a solo) paid almost 
$500 in entry fees for each regional competition.  Dancers only in 3 dances ended up paying $120 per competiton last year. 
 
Costumes  
Costumes will be a set price of $90 per costume per dance.  In some instances could end up being more, but we will try to 
avoid. Additional accessories or rhinestones may be added for an additional cost or in some cases specific shoes will be 
added for additional cost. Costume deposits of $45 per dance are due by Aug. 30th. Costumes are selected in October. 
Costume balances $45 for each costume are due by Sept. 30th. Costume alterations may be needed; this is your 
responsibility. Parents will need to provide the costume size you’d like ordered by Sept 30 or mid Oct depending on when 
costume selections are done.  We will provide you with size charts, but new this year you will measure your dancer and pick 
the size. 
 
Choreography Fees  
Choreography Fees are a one-time fee. “Outside” or Guest choreographers will be doing dances for us, and they charge 
anywhere from $75-$200 (based on last year’s choreography fees) per dancer, checks payable to each individual 
choreographer at the time the dance is taught. If paying cash, payment must be in envolope with dancer’s name. These 
payments are expected to be brought to the front desk on the day the dance is taught. If you do not want to pay these fees, do 
not attend their dances.  
A guest choreographer is anyone not on our regular staff with the exception of Abbey Steger since she was set as a guest 
choreographer several years prior to becoming a staff member.  Samantha Riber will not be on staff this season so will be 
considered a guest choreographer too. 
As far as Water Street teachers, we charge $20 per person per dance (with the exception of any of Gina’s dances by herself. If 
she’s doing combined choreography with another teacher, that dance still has the fee. Gina’s do not have additional fees.) 
Those fees will be added to your account once placements are done, and checks can be made payable to Water Street Dance 
Company.  
 
Other Costs/requirements 

• Shoes and tights must also be purchased on your own. The specific style and color will be given at the time 
costumes are selected. In some cases we will include these into the costume fees. 

• Jackets/Warm-Ups/Bags are optional items offered. 
• Make-Up is required for stage (performances, competitions, pictures, etc.). Everyone will need to purchase the 

same brand/colors. 
• Hair is to be worn in a specific hairstyle for all performances, competitions, pictures, etc. You will be informed of the 

style in detail. 
• Annual Registration Fee for all studio clients. This is a per family, non-refundabale, and once-per-year fee.  

Currently $25  
• Required Rehearsal Uniform Tanks $25-$30 (depending on if the company adjusts their price). May be available to 

order through Team Works on-line store on your own. 
 
Fundraisers 
If majority of the group decides to do a fundraiser, everyone must participate as a group. Everyone will at least need to sell the 
minimal amount required for us to reach our goal. These will be individual profits. It’s up to you; the more you sell, the more 
profit will be credited to your account. These profits will be taken off your costume balances or competition entry fees and will 
NOT be applied to any tuition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attendance 
Attendance is required at all competitions, rehearsals, classes, and performances. The only reason you may be excused from 
any of these events would be serious illness, a mandatory school function, family vacation (out of town), family wedding, prom, 
or death in the family. 
 
Advanced excuses (school function, family vacation, wedding, & prom) date(s) must be in writing and turned into the front 
desk. The front desk will inform the teachers and write the date into a calendar.  Please do not Facebook or email Gina to tell 
her of any absence and please do not verbally tell Gina. In case of illness or emergencies, please call WSDC on or before the 
missed event and leave a message if you call prior to the studio being open for the evening: 309-444-2700. If on a Sunday, 
when no one is at the front desk, please send a text to Gina at 309-256-2890. During the week, please call the studio. If you 
miss for any other reason than the above it will be considered and recorded unexcused, even if you call. 
 
Unexcused Absences 
Examples: too much homework, birthday party/any type of party, injured (must come and observe), concert tickets, forgot, 
sleeping, family function/commitment/obligation, another activities schedule. THESE ARE ALL CONSIDERED UNEXCUSED, 
NO EXCEPTIONS. If you are involved in another activity that practices on the same night/day as rehearsal, please decline 
your invite to this group. 
 
Unexcused absences, habitual excused absences, frequently missed weekly classes and delinquent payments can result in 
the member’s dismissal. NO refunds and all outstanding bills must be paid in full. (Costumes, monthly fees & competition fees 
due at that point.) 
 
Attendance is important, not only in your competition rehearsals, but in any extra classes you may be taking. We expect you to 
know when your classes are and organize your schedule around them. This includes all other activites and work schedule, if 
applicable. After 3 unexcused absences, your commitment to Water Street Dance Company is in question.  

   Generally, unexcused absences or habitual excused absences result in the following: 
• 2 absences: probation 
• 3 absences: may result in being pulled from a competition 
• 4 absences: dismissal from group (with no refunds) 

 
Note: all unexcused absences and excused absences will be handled according to circumstance and is up to Gina’s 
discretion.  
 
After carefully reading all of the requrements above, please sign and date the attached Agreement of Participation, and give to the 
front desk.  You are not considered a member until we have received that signed document. 

 


